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community impact

HIGHER OC TAVE 
HEALING PRESENTS 
ROCK TOGETHER: A 
VIRTUAL COMMUNIT Y 
MUSIC FESTIVAL

By Anika Attaluri

Higher Octave Healing (HOH) was founded in 2010 to enhance 
awareness of the benefits of music therapy and increase access 
to services. Across the Phoenix Metropolitan Area, the nonprofit 
helps over 500 individuals each week, increasing clients’ quality 
of life through the power of music. 

HOH continuously runs various programs to empower the com-
munity through music therapy. In their signature Music Therapy 
Rock Band program, teens and adults with developmental disabil-
ities learn to rehearse as a band and perform while learning life 
skills, such as planning, decision-making, teamwork, coping, and 
independence. The Melodies for Us parent-child developmental 

Heating
Cooling
Plumbing
Electrical
Drain Cleaning

Heating
Cooling
Plumbing
Electrical
Drain Cleaning

• FREE Estimates
• FREE Service Call (with Repair)
• Winner of BBB Torch Award for Ethics
• No Extra Charge for Nights Weekends
   or Holidays
• 24 Hour, 365 Day Emergency Service
• Licensed - Bonded - Insured

(480) 963-1829 East

(602) 273-7247 Central
www.parkerandsons.com

(480) 963-1829 East

(602) 273-7247 Central
www.parkerandsons.com

ROC 152656
ROC 152654
ROC 300696

Know a student athlete between 13 and 18 years old who has shown 
outstanding character or good sportsmanship? They could be the 

winner of a $10,000 scholarship. 
Go to www.parkerandsons.com/character-counts-scholarship/ for details!

music program supports school readiness by promoting social-
ization, communication, and pre-academic skills.

In 2018, HOH was awarded a grant from Trends Charitable Fund 
that helped finance successful programming at multiple Title 1 
schools and community centers throughout Chandler, Tempe, 
and Scottsdale. This allowed HOH’s board-certified music thera-
pists to assess the unique strengths and needs of each client, then 
provide personalized treatments that included creating, singing, 
moving to and/or listening to music. Because music is extremely 

Typical rock band practice session

Recommended - 
Satisfaction Guaranteed!

Prime Roofing replaced our entire 
decorative Mexican tile roof when 
we developed a leak  

1) They had a competitive bid
2) They were problem –solvers when 
we wanted to change some things
3) They were polite, maintaining  a 
clean worksite 
4) They checked in with us along the 
way to make sure we were pleased. 
As a Realtor, I get lots of people 
asking me to refer the best 
businesses; Stacy and his team are 
who I send them to because I know 
from experience that Prime 
Roofing will get it done right, on 
time and to everyone's satisfaction.

Ted Dudine, Realtor,  
Keller Williams, Arizona Realty

Prime Roofing
Company 

 Call for a quote:
480.756.9527
3050 S. Country
Club #8
Mesa, AZ 85210
PrimeRoofingAZ.com

 

LIC.#160194

adaptable and safe, it can address the various needs of each indi-
vidual with minimal or no side effects.

From May 25 to May 27, HOH will be hosting Rock Together: A 
Virtual Community Music Festival, a free three-day virtual event 
featuring local artists. Performers with developmental differ-
ences – including autism, Down syndrome, and other special 
needs – will each perform a song of their choosing with their 
band. The concert will be live-streamed on social media plat-
forms. Find out more at HigherOctaveHealing.org.

Telehealth session with a client and therapist2019 Music from the Heart event
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Jen Petruzzella
480-755-7917
jen.petz@n2pub.com

Lisa Barth
602-692-0192
LBarth13@yahoo.com

Steve Petruzzella
602-315-7888
steve.petz@n2pub.com

Anika Attaluri
anika.attaluri@gmail.com

Christin Valentini
christin@twinaz.com

Elizabeth Gaffney 
elizabeth.gaffney01@gmail.com 

Saloni Biyani 
saloni.biyani2002@gmail.com

Corinna Barber
Cori Anne Photography
602-363-9539
CoriAnnePhotography.com

The residents of Ocotillo

Interested in connecting your business with people who 
are moving to Chandler, Ahwatukee, Gilbert, Queen Creek, 
Scottsdale, North Phoenix, or Eastmark? Contact Steve 
Petruzzella at 602-315-7888 or steve.petz@n2pub.com to 
reach new residents before, during, and after they settle 
into their new homes.

Life Christian Preschool
11530 E. Queen Creek Rd.
480-539-8933

TotSpot Preschool
1075 E. Riggs Road, Suite 4
480-895-0206 

Wee Blessings Christian 
Preschool
1751 E. Queen Creek Road
480-634-4788

CTA Independence Campus
1405 W. Lake Dr. 
480-224-2700 

Jacobson Elementary
1515 NW Jacaranda Pkwy. 
480-883-4100  

Hancock Elementary
2425 S. Pleasant Dr. 
480-883-5900 

Basha Elementary
3535 S. Basha Rd. 
480-883-4400 

Fulton Elementary 
4750 S. Sunland Dr. 
480-224-3300

Tarwater Elementary 
2300 S. Gardner Dr. 
480-883-4300

Bogle Junior High 
1600 W. Queen Creek Rd. 
480-883-5500 

Santan Junior High
1550 E. Chandler Heights Rd.
480-883-4600

Hamilton High School
3700 S. Arizona Ave. 
480-883-5000 

Arizona College Prep -  
Erie Campus
1150 W. Erie St. 
480-883-5270

Chandler Unified  
School District
1525 W. Frye Road
480-812-7000

DISCLAIMER: The N2 Company d/b/a N2 Publishing is not affiliated with or contracted by The Ocotillo Community Association 
(the “Association”). This publication, including the content of articles and advertisements contained herein, is not authorized or 
endorsed by the Association. Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect 
the views of The N2 Company but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Ocotillo 
Living magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor 
the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies. NOTE: When community events take 
place, photographers may be present to take photos for that event and they may be used in this publication.
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Phoenix ER &  
Medical Hospital 
480-284-5867

Chandler Police Department, 
Non-Emergency (text or call)
480-782-4130

Chandler Police Headquarters 
(front desk) 
480-782-4000 

Poison Control 
1-800-222-1222

National Suicide Prevention Hotline 
1-800-273-8255

SRP 
602-236-8888

Southwest Gas 
877-860-6020

Arizona Public Service 
602-371-7171

Water, Sewer, and 
Garbage/Recycling Services 
480-782-2280

PUBLISHER

DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

ADVERTISING SALES

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

PHOTOGRAPHER

CONTRIBUTORS-AT-LARGE

I M P O RTA N T 

PHONE NUMBERS
www.n2pub.com
Turning Neighborhoods Into Communities 
© 2021 Neighborhood Networks Publishing, Inc.

Printed in the USA
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Wrinkle Treatment, Fillers, Microneedling, Vitamin Shots

Intravenous (IV) Therapy, Nicotinamide
Adenine Dinucleotide (NAD)+

HCTP (Human cellular tissue products),
PRP (Platelet rich plasma)

INJECTABLES

IV THERAPY

REGENERATIVE
THERAPY
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115 E. Williams Field Rd., Suite 101  |  Gilbert, AZ 85295  |  (Corner of Gilbert Rd & Williams Field Rd)

FREE CONSULTATION
& FREE B-12 SHOT

FOR FIRST TIME CLIENTS

($125.00 VALUE)

@nascenthealthclinics
info@nascenthealthclinics.com
480-270-8318
www.nascenthealthclinics.com

Nascent Health is a leading provider of both 
wellness and aesthetic care. We work with our 
clients to determine their individual needs, which 
helps us produce amazing results. Our expert 
providers will utilize their years of experience to 
guide you through your choices and help you make 
the decision that is right for you. We are pioneers in 
the field of regenerative medicine and strive to 
provide our clients with the most up to date 
techniques combined with world class customer 
service.

Nascent Health and our sister company National 
Wellness Centers, have been helping people look 
and feel better since 2018.

SponsorNeighborhood

I N D E X
This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted service provider or quality 
product in the area. Please take a moment to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring our neighborhood 
newsletter. Please support these community partners and thank them for making Ocotillo Living possible.

AESTHETICS & WELLNESS
Nascent Health Clinic

115 E. Williams Field Road, Suite 101
Gilbert, AZ 85295
(480) 270-8318

NascentHealthClinics.com

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
AC Experts

(480) 386-6980
ACexpertsAZ.com

AIR CONDITIONING & PLUMBING
Parker & Sons

(480) 963-1829
ParkerAndSons.com

ATTORNEY/LEGAL SERVICES
Duenas Eden Law, PLLC

10201 S. 51st St., # 270
Phoenix, AZ 85044
(480) 285-1735

 www.DuenasEdenLaw.com

Guymon Law
Amber Guymon

1839 E. Queen Creek Road, Suite 3
Chandler, AZ 85286

(480) 721-8772
GuymonLaw.com

AUTO REPAIR, SERVICE, 
AND COLLISION

Hontech
320 S. Arizona Ave.
Chandler, AZ 85225

(480) 899-2701
HontechAZ.com

BANKING
Bell Bank

1850 E Northrop Blvd.
Suite 150

Chandler, AZ 85286
(480) 339-8650

BellBanks.com

BUTCHER - SPECIALTY MEATS
Von Hanson’s Meats

2390 N. Alma School Road
Chandler, AZ 85224

(480) 917-2525
VonHansonsMeats.net

COUNTERTOPS - GRANITE, 
MARBLE, QUARTZ
Premium Granite
748 S. Drew Street

Mesa, AZ 85210
(480) 962-0939

PremiumGranite.com

DENTAL CARE/FAMILY & COSMETIC
Savage Smiles

1960 W. Germann Rd. #4
Chandler, AZ 85286

(480) 334-5402
savage-smiles.com/

DENTISTRY & ORTHODONTICS
Jungle Roots Children’s 

Dentistry & Orthodontics
4232 E Chandler Blvd

Phoenix, AZ 85048
(480) 759-1119

www.JungleRoots.com

ELECTRICIAN
Mr. Electric

(480) 503-1339
www.MrElectric.com/Phoenix-Metro

ER / MEDICAL
Phoenix ER & Medical Hospital

3050 S. Dobson Road
Chandler, AZ 85248

(480) 284-5867
PhoenixERhospital.com

EVENT VENUE–WEDDINGS, 
CORPORATE & SOCIAL

SoHo63
63 E. Boston Street

Chandler, AZ 85225
(480) 878-5663

SoHo63.com

FITNESS STUDIO
SPENGA

1075 W Queen Creek, #4
Chandler, AZ 85248

(480) 758-4977
Spenga.com

FITNESS STUDIO & TRAINING
F45 Training - Ocotillo

4901 S. Arizona Ave., Suite 1
Chandler, AZ 85248

(480) 666-5508
F45training.com/Ocotillo

GARAGE DOOR SALES/
SERVICE/INSTALL

On Track Garage Door
OnTrackGarageDoorService.com

GARAGE DOORS SALES & SERVICES
A-Authentic Garage Door Service Co.

(480) 635-8114
ArizonaGarageDoors.com

GOLF EQUIPMENT / PRO SHOP
Hornacek’s Golf
(602) 550-1337

hornaceksgolf.com

HEALTH CLUB / TENNIS
Ocotillo Village Health Club & Spa

4200 S. Alma School Rd.
Chandler, AZ 85248

(480) 656-0045
VillageClubs.com
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HOME REMODELING
Miken Contracting, LLC

(480) 241-5206
MikenContracting.com

Weeks & Mitchell Home Remodeling
4810 E. Ray Rd, Ste 5
Phoenix, AZ 85044
(480) 961-8995

WeeksAndMitchell.com

INSURANCE
Farmers Insurance

Chris Davis
2651 W. Guadalupe Road, Suite 207

Mesa, AZ 85202
(480) 282-8001

ArizonaFarmers.com

State Farm Insurance
Debbie Wiltse

4980 S. Alma School, #A6
Chandler, AZ 85248

(480) 792-9468
www.DebbieWiltse.com

INTERIOR DESIGN
Creative Designs by Karen

Karen Holland
(480) 201-6669

INVESTMENT ADVISORY
 & PLANNING

Juncture Wealth Strategies
9855 S. Priest Dr., Suite 102

Tempe, AZ 85284
(480) 253-4100

JunctureWealth.com

Turning Pointe Wealth Management
60 E. Rio Salado Parkway, Suite 900

Tempe, AZ 85281
(480) 987-2700
www.TPWM.co

MED SPA
Flawless Faces Cosmetic Injectables

3225 S. Alma School Road, Suite 104
Chandler, AZ 85248

(602) 622-7000
FlawlessFacesAZ.com

Stellar Skin & Laser
1840 E. Warner Rd, #135

Tempe, AZ 85284
(480) 313-1951

StellarSkinAndLaser.com

MEDICAL WELLNESS / IV THERAPY
Divine IV and Wellness

2231 E. Pecos Road, Suite 4
Chandler, AZ 85225

(480) 488-9858
DivineIV.com

MORTGAGE
AAG

Jill Waldrop
2410 W. Ray Road, Suite 1

Chandler, AZ 85225
(602) 625-9498
JillWaldrop.com

OPTOMETRIST
Eye Care Professionals
2860 S. Alma School, #28

Chandler, AZ 85248
(480) 732-9040

EyeCareProfessionalsAZ.com

ORAL SURGERY
San Tan Oral Surgery

3303 S. Lindsay Road, Suite 112
Gilbert, AZ 85297
(480) 568-3288

SanTanOralSurgery.com

ORTHODONTICS
Blacker Orthodontics

3200 S Alma School, #201
Chandler, AZ 85248

(480) 917-7977
www.ExtremeSmiles.com

Young Orthodontics
1055 W. Queen Creek Rd

Chandler, AZ 85248
(480) 899-9423

www.SmileStraight.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Cori Anne Photography

Corinna Barber
(602) 363-9539

CoriAnnePhotography.com

PLUMBING / WATER HEATERS
All About Water
(480) 892-7556
EcowaterAZ.com

PRINTING & SHIPPING
PostNet Ocotillo

2820 S Alma School Rd, #18
Chandler, AZ 85286

(480) 917-2468
www.PostNet.com/AZ156

REAL ESTATE
LaLeña Christopherson, 

West USA Realty
4505 E. Chandler Blvd., Suite 200

Phoenix, AZ 85048
(602) 430-7253

MyChandlerHome.com

The Darwin Wall Team
287 E. Frye Road

Chandler, AZ 85225
(480) 726-2100

DarwinWallTeam.com

RESTAURANT
Brooklyn V’s Pizza

2990 E. Germann Road
Chandler, AZ 85286

(480) 758-4040
BrooklynVsPizza.com

ROOFING
In-Ex Designs

(602) 938-7575
www.InExRoofing.com

Prime Roofing, Inc.
(480) 756-9527

PrimeRoofingAZ.com

SENIOR LIVING
Cadence Chandler

(480) 422-3682
cadencechandler.com

VETERINARIAN
Animal Medical Center of Chandler

270 W. Chandler Heights Rd, Suite 3
Chandler, AZ 85248

(480) 339-0406
www.AMCofC.com

WEIGHT LOSS/ NUTRITION
30/10 Weight Loss for Life

2820 S. Alma School Road, Suite 16
Chandler, AZ 85286

(480) 508-5766
3010WeightLossForLife.com

GEOFF ERBER, OWNER
(480) 241-5206
Geoff.Erber@gmail.com

· Kitchen and Bath Remodels

· Whole Home Remodels

· RV Garage and Home additions

· Love where you live

· Increase your Equity

BEFORE

BEFORE AFTER

AFTER

ROC# 325250

10201 S. 51st Street Suite 270 Phoenix, AZ 85044 
480-285-1735 • www.duenasedenlaw.com

“Listening to your needs
to resolve your case”

· Child Custody/Child Support · Spousal Maintenance · Debt/Asset Division 
· Personal Injury · Divorce/Post Decree · Adoption · Guardianship · CPS/DCS



Ocotillo Living  •  May 2021 May 2021   •  Ocotillo Living8 9

Other times, we have a Chandlerite who sends over pics from 
their phone or shares professional photographs. Our writers help 
them round out their article and, presto, their pup, home, favorite 
teacher, local sports team, or beloved nonprofit appears in an 
upcoming edition of Ocotillo Living.   

From the precocious middle schooler to the professional journal-
ist, we have enjoyed submissions from a diverse range of Ocotillo 
residents. Some submit one time, while others participate on a 
monthly or quarterly basis.

If you’d like to help steer the direction of the magazine, we’d love 
to hear from you. Please email over your nominations, photos, 
stories, or let us know if you’d like to play a larger role in putting 
together your neighborhood newsletter. No ideas or people are 
too big or too small.

Also, please continue to keep in mind the businesses who spon-
sor Ocotillo Living when you’re looking for a top-notch product 
or service that’s neighbor-approved. All of us small business 
owners greatly appreciate your support. 

All the best to you and yours,

publisher’s
note
Dear friends,

Throughout the year, there are a variety of neighbors who submit 
an assortment of stories and photos for Ocotillo Living magazine in 
many different ways. No matter how the pages of our open-sourced 
publication are filled, we love to share your positive news.

One of the simplest ways to see your favorite people and 
places in the magazine is via nomination. This month, our 
cover family, Lucas Ozga, Higher Octave Healing, and SoHo63 
were all brought to our attention by you, our readers. Each of 
these extraordinary community members were recommended 
via email to jen.petz@n2pub.com. Our team took care of all 
the details from there.

Get to know the Leonards on pages 14-16.  Photo by Cori Anne Photography.

Meet the local girls of USA Glam on pages 18-20. It’s Snowy in May as our featured 
Precious Pet on pages 32-33.

PREMIUM GRANITE
Premium Granite has 
been a locally-owned 
and -operated business 
since 2004, and the 
cornerstone of their 
family business has 
always been “to make 
the luxury affordable.”

From the full kitchen 
remodel to the simple 
replacement of outdated 
countertops, Premium 

Granite offers free, no-obligation estimates on the installation 
of granite, soapstone, marble, engineered stone, and quartz. No 

Build your business from the inside out with neighborhood marketing. One 
of the most effective ways to compete with big-budget, big-name companies 
is to reach the people in your own backyard. Contact Steve Petruzzella at 
602-315-7888 to get involved.

W E L C O M E
new sponsor

matter the product selected, meticulous care and professional 
craftsmanship are applied to deliver precise design specifications.

If you’re looking for guidance, Premium Granite has designers on 
staff to make recommendations on space planning and provide assis-
tance with product selection. For every project, samples are brought 
to your home or business to find the perfect style and color to fit your 
space, and exact measurements are taken to ensure a flawless fit. 
    
PremiumGranite.com
480-962-0939
Showroom located at 748 S. Drew St. in Mesa

Jen Petruzzella
Publisher
Ocotillo Living
BeLocal Chandler
Foothills Living
BeLocal Ahwatukee
jen.petz@n2pub.com
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A hip and historic event venue in Downtown Chandler
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sits on the board, as well as her 
involvement in the Chandler 
Chamber of Commerce. She also 
brought together a group of leaders 
in the event industry to share busi-
ness strategies, solutions, and loan 
and grant opportunities to assist in 
recovering from lost business this 
past year.  

To find out more about SoHo63 and 
how they can assist you in creat-
ing your perfect event, give them 
a call or visit them in Downtown 
Chandler. Megan and her staff look 
forward to working with you. 
 
SoHo63
63 East Boston St.
Chandler 85225
480-878-5663
SoHo63.com

If you’d like to have your business 
featured, please contact Steve 
Petruzzella at 602-315-7888 or 
email steve.petz@n2pub.com.

ornate contemporary ballroom. The rustic Brix on 
Boston room is a tribute to the building’s history, 
featuring the original 1920 tin-ceiling and exposed 
adobe brick walls. A small black and white tile 
engraved with O.S. Stapley and Co., the first 
business located on the SoHo63 site, can also be 
found in the room. Rounding out the amazing venue 
options is a stunning room called The Plaza. Its 
ambiance is created by 100 flickering wall candles 
gently concealed by crystal curtains.  
 
Megan is very proud of the incredible venue she and 
her team have created. She says they all call work 
their home. She adds, “Personally, I am so blessed 
for what I do. I love this industry and I am excited 
every day to come to work.” One of the best pieces 
of advice she can give to anyone planning an event 
or wedding is to come in with an honest budget and 
to have a few different dates in mind. Getting stuck 
on one single date can limit event options.  

Outside of work, Megan embraces the local com-
munity through her participation in the Downtown 
Chandler Community Partnership, where she 

On any given day, the enormous windows of the hip, yet historic 
SoHo63, located in Downtown Chandler, can be spotted with 
hand and nose prints from passersby, peeking in to see what’s 
inside. “I guess that’s why I keep my Windex bottle nearby,” 
laughs Megan Schmidt, SoHo63’s vivacious and energetic Chief 
Curator and Co-Owner. But when she hears, “Wow! This place is 
beautiful! I had no idea we had such a gem Downtown,” the daily 
window cleaning is worth it.  
 
SoHo63 is Chandler’s destination for weddings, parties, corpo-
rate events, and celebrations of all types. The 12,000-square-foot 
venue opened its doors to the public in August of 2013. It is a 
family-run business that hosts events of up to 400 people, every 
day of the week, at various hours and every event is custom.  
 
“Our weddings and events have received amazing reviews,” Megan 
shares. “My team is incredible! They are conscientious, consider-
ate, and work with every client to assist them in achieving their 
goals and bringing their vision to life. My staff is dedicated to cre-
ating a perfect and memorable celebration for every client.”  
 
SoHo63 features four very different venue spaces to meet every 
client’s needs. Tribeca Terrace is the venue’s open-air courtyard. 
This space can, if desired, flow into Grammercy; a beautiful, 

The Gramercy Ballroom fits up to 200 seated guests. It’s the perfect space for weddings and corporate events.

Tribeca Terrace is an open-air courtyard illuminated by overhead bistro 
lights and the glow of a fireplace.

The Plaza is an exquisite indoor ceremony location.

The historic Brix on Boston is a contemporary library that’s ideal 
for social gatherings and cocktail hour meetings.
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Highest-Rated Emergency Room

Minimal Wait Times

Chandler’s premier state-of-the-art micro-hospital offering customized patient-centered care:

PhoenixERhospital.com
@phoenixERHospital
Phoenix ER Hosptial

3050 S Dobson Rd Chandler, AZ 85248
(SW Corner of Dobson & Queen Creek Rd.)

Hospital:(480) 284-5867

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE.

4.9

Board Certified Emergency Physicians

Adult and Pediatric Care

No Balance Billing

Fully-licensed hospital with comprehensive ER services

Inpatient and observation care

All services 24/7 with same day results - MRI, CT, X-RAY

•  Designed for 11-17 year olds • Functional, 
   resistance & high intensity interval training
•  Guided by our qualified personal trainers
•  Safe, motivating and fun!
•  Benefits include increased fitness, strength, 
   balance, coordination & concentration levels

OCOTILLO

F45 East Valley
Premier- Ocotillo

(480) 666-5508  |  F45Training.com/Ocotillo
4901 S. Arizona Ave, #1, Chandler, AZ 85248  |  (Located next to The Alamo on AZ Ave. & Chandler Heights)

7 Day FREE Trial
Classes: Mon 5:30PM | *Thurs 5:30PM* | Sat 10:30 AM

BLENDING EAST COAST STYLES
WITH WEST COAST CULTURE

Corporate Events, Social Gatherings,
Family Celebrations & Weddings!

SOHO63.COM
480.878.5663 | CHANDLER, AZ

Hello, Ocotillo Friends!

One thing I have missed over the past year is a good old-fash-
ioned pub crawl. Even better is a pub crawl with tasty food; 
but to really bring it home, how about a pub crawl with break-
fast AND lunch offerings? Fortunately, Downtown Chandler 
decided to mesh all three and will be the site of the third-annual 
You’re Bacon Me Crazy Brunch Crawl, which will take place on 
Saturday, May 15, from 10 am to 2 pm.

The self-guided crawl features 14 of Downtown Chandler’s favor-
ite brunch spots. Participants may enjoy a $7 food-and-drink 
special at each location with the purchase of a $20 admission 
ticket. Registration will be staggered, with 10 am and noontime 
slots, and will take place outside at the Crowne Plaza. Rather 
than dining in, participants have the option to utilize the City 
of Chandler’s Dine in the Park program in portions of Dr. A.J. 
Chandler Park and the Courtyard, which allows individuals to 
enjoy beer or wine from sealed to-go containers. 

PARTICIPATING RESTAURANTS
•	 Over Easy  Mimosa or juice with a waffle dog
•	 Downtown Chandler Cafe & Bakery  Biscuit and gravy with 

home fries; bacon, coffee, or fountain drink
•	 Murphy’s Law Hungover fries with a frosted shot
•	 SanTan Chicken on a biscuit with bourbon berry lemonade
•	 The Perch Salmon bruschetta with Platinum Coffee Blonde
•	 Bourbon Jacks Loaded breakfast tots with a frosted float
•	 The Local Chandler Candied bacon-maple donut and a mimosa
•	 Crust Breakfast sandwich with a mimosa, bloody Mary, san-

gria, or beer
•	 The Stillery Beignets and a mimosa
•	 Ghett ‘Yo Taco Burrito and michelada
•	 Crowne Plaza San Marcos Resort Stuffed French toast or 

breakfast slider with a mimosa
•	 The Hilton Garden Inn Smoked pulled pork soft tacos with a 

bacon twist, Margarita
•	 La Ristra New Mexican Kitchen Chilaquiles and mimosa
•	 Pedal Haus Brewery Maple-bacon Dutch donut and beer

For more information, visit 
DowntownChandler.org/BrunchCrawl.

The following is a list of the featured restaurants and their specials. 
I’m particularly looking forward to The Perch’s salmon bruschetta 
and coffee blonde pairing as well as Pedal Haus’ maple-bacon Dutch 
donut paired with one of their award-winning beers.

craft beer culture
By Christian Chandler
Photo submitted by the Crown Plaza Hotel

BRUNCH CRAWL

me
Bacon
Crazy
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T he Leonards are a family of five who have 
lived in Chandler for 25 years. They have 
enjoyed watching the city “grow into a 
wonderful, family-oriented place to live 

and play.” As theirs was the second house built in their 
neighborhood, they know almost everyone in the area.

John and Lanna are both from the East Coast. Since she is from 
Boston, and he is from Long Island, the sports rivalry is strong.

family spotlight
Images by Cori Anne PhotographyL
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The two met through the fire department when they were beginning 
their careers in Scottsdale as reserves. John still works 24-hour 
shifts in firefighting services as a captain for Gilbert Fire. With the 
three kids in their teenage years, Lanna left her 48-hour shifts and 
21-year career as a firefighter paramedic with the Chandler Fire 
Department to be home for the family. “Our schedules didn’t make 
much time for family. To keep our children’s needs first, we never 
worked the same day. John and I didn’t see much of one another 
other than family vacations. If I wasn’t at the station, I was volun-
teering at the kids’ schools or on a soccer field,” says Lanna.  

With all three kids active in soccer, the Leonards converted their 
garage into a full gym and indoor arena. Lanna continues, “It really 
helped when we couldn’t leave the house for a while. We played soc-
cer throughout the night without breaking anything in the house.”

fa
m

ily
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Heath, a junior at Hamilton, “set the standard of hard work both 
in the classroom and on the field. He hopes to see his soccer 
career take him to a college that doesn’t have the hot weather of 
AZ.” His siblings each followed his lead in soccer, starting the 
sport as soon as they could kick a ball.

Jaidan is a sophomore at Hamilton, plays soccer, and enjoys art. 
She would like to become a physical therapist, working with chil-
dren and athletes with prosthetics.
Fourteen-year-old Bren is the youngest. He is in eighth grade, has 
a passion for soccer, and is the comedian of the family.   

Rody is a Labrador who thinks he’s human. He “wants to go every-
where and be in the pool 24-hours a day, even in the winter.”

The family recently fostered 5-week-old puppies for Freedom Tails 
Rescue. Regarding the experience, Lanna shares, “It was a lot of 
work with the puppies so young, but everyone helped, and the pup-
pies all found wonderful homes.” Lanna also volunteers by manag-
ing soccer teams and is the booster VP with Hamilton Soccer. 

Although their hearts are in Chandler, the Leonards love their 
vacations and bring home an ornament from each place they visit. 
“There’s a whole world out there, and we believe it’s important to 
know other cultures, languages, foods, and adventures. We will 
drive countries end to end, climb mountains, visit volcanoes, ski, 
and see new animals and bugs we never heard of. It’s all about the 
adventure and letting our children know that there are no restric-
tions. If you want it, go get it,” concludes Lanna.
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USA GLAM ALLSTARUSA GLAM ALLSTAR
To compete at this level, every member of the team needs to 
have mastered their back handspring in several forms: standing, 
running, straight jump back, back walkover, round off, and a front 
walkover round off. The team practices for two hours, three to 
four times a week. Each girl is committed to perfecting her own 
individual skills and mastering group skills. Based on individual 
strengths, each girl is placed as a base, back spot, or flyer to per-
form team stunts. Competitive cheerleading is a lot of fun, but it’s 
also a lot of work and requires great athleticism. Each teammate 
must be able to tumble, stunt, dance, and cheer.
 
Talent keeps the girls of Glam at the top of their division, but their 
upbeat energy and positive attitude set them apart. Prior to every 
performance, the girls form a dance circle to shake out nerves and 
give the team good vibes. The girls are supportive of one another.  
Whether a routine runs perfectly or a mistake happens, they 
walk off the floor as one. The girls of Glam are always striving to 
improve and learn what makes a routine score well. Together with 
their coaches, they break down and analyze each section to refine 
their performance.
 
Trust and teamwork are huge components of competitive cheer-
leading. Fortunately, the girls of Glam have built strong friend-
ships and treat one another as family. It is said that cheer friends 
become your best friends. Through friendship and trust, the 
team is able to attempt and then execute more difficult skills at 
each competition. For Glam, trust is threefold – it’s trust in your NW corner QC and Alma School. 2860 S. Alma School Rd. Ste. 28

Mon-Thurs 8-5:30, Fri 8-5 & Sat 8-1

Serving Ocotillo and
Surrounding Areas Since 1997

Make 2021 a new year of Perfect Vision!
Schedule your eye exam and See the Difference.

Joseph M Reitano, OD, Heidi Reitano, OD, Alissa Wong, OD
Diplomate, American Board of Optometry

EyeCareProfessionalsAZ.com
(480) 732-9040

Eye Exams, Glasses, Contact Lenses
Accepting most insurances, call for details!

athletes of the month By Christin Valentini

CHEER TEAMCHEER TEAMCHEER TEAM
Teamwork, confidence, strength, 
and commitment are just a few of 
the traits of the amazing young 
women who make up the USA 
Glam Allstar Cheer Team. The team 
is part of USA Youth Fitness Center 
and have been cheering together 
since May 2020. The young ladies 
of Glam range in age from 12–16 
and compete in the Senior 2 
Division. They are coached by 
India Graham, Michael Spencer, 
and John Yenny.  
 

Jump section doing toe touches Mckenzie Cull in her basket toss

Glam in their pyramid section. 
Kendall Taylor is braced to Abby 
Wilkerson for her shotgun toss.

A creative twisting dismount 
at the end of their second elite 
stunt section

Dancing in the last 30 seconds of their routinePikes in the jump section of the routine
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2990 E. Germann Rd.   |   (480) 758-4040   |   BrooklynVsPizza.com2990 E. Germann Rd.   |   (480) 758-4040   |   BrooklynVsPizza.com

HOURS

Sunday
11am to 8pm

Monday- Thursday
11am to 9pm

Friday & Saturday
11am to 10pm

CHEESE
CALZONES

CHEESE
CALZONES

APPETIZERSAPPETIZERS

SALADSSALADS

DINNERSDINNERS

ITALIAN
PASTAS

ITALIAN
PASTAS

DESSERTSDESSERTS

PIZZAPIZZA

STROMBOLISSTROMBOLIS

HEROSHEROS

CATERINGCATERING

Always have 
HOT water!

TIRED OF 
WAITING FOR 
HOT WATER?

Call Today for your FREE
feasibility inspection!

480-680-0950
GoTankless.EcoWaterAZ.com

Compact Size

Endless Hot Water

a tankless hot water system

KAREN HOLLAND, OWNER
LOCAL RESIDENT

teammates, trust in your coaches, and trust in yourself. By com-
bining these, the girls are able to push past their comfort levels 
and build explosive routines.  
 
The young ladies of Team Glam have placed either first or 
second in every competition they’ve performed in this season. 
They currently rank third on the West Coast Leaderboard 

in scores and will conclude their 
2020–’21 season by competing in the 
Summit Championships in Florida. 
With their high energy, enthusiasm, 
and dedication, this group is bound 
to soar to the next level.  

Right before the girls hit their last structure in pyramid

Taryn Pfaff, Bella Barth, and Abby 
Wilkerson in extension during 
their elite stunt

Sienna Berry’s stunt group showing 
a creative entry before starting 
their second elite stunt section
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teacher of the month

allison
TotSpot Preschool Lead Teacher 

By Elizabeth Gaffney

hired me over the phone. I flew out to Arizona the next day [from 
the Midwest] and began teaching the following day,” she remem-
bers. During her tenure in Scottsdale, she helped create and start 
a Bilingual and English as a Second Language At-Risk Preschool 
and an ESL/Bilingual kindergarten.
               
After teaching in Scottsdale for four years, Larys switched 
districts to be closer to home. “Back then, all the freeways didn’t 
exist, and traveling from Ahwatukee to Scottsdale was not fun.” 
She found a new home at Kyrene de la Estrella where she taught 
all-day kindergarten (back when half-day was the norm). While 
teaching at Estrella, Larys got married, started a family, and left 
the classroom to stay at home and raise her children. Fourteen 
years after leaving the classroom, one move to Chicago and then 
back to Arizona, Larys wanted to return to teaching. She spent 
some time substituting in Kyrene and Chandler but felt the pull 
of having her own classroom. She found her new home with 
TotSpot Preschool as a lead teacher in kindergarten.
               
When not at school or pondering how best to meet her young stu-
dents’ needs, Larys can be found with her husband supporting her 
own kids at the hockey rink or the dance studio, cooking, hiking, 
or just having fun together. But her heart is never far from the 
classroom; nor is her impact. In fact, a former kindergarten student 
of hers reached out a few years ago after tracking her down on 
Facebook. This former student wrote, “Because of you, I became a 
teacher,” reinforcing the truth that you never know the impact you 
will have on a child. That sounds like a pretty magical moment.

In her kindergarten classroom at 
TotSpot Preschool, veteran early 
childhood teacher Allison Larys 
teaches her young charges that they 
are unique learners and are “capable 
of doing amazing things!” She fosters 
a love of learning and helps kids and 
parents to see that learning is like a 
puzzle where all the building blocks 
and layers fit together to create 
something magical.

Larys studied and trained to be a 
teacher at St. Mary’s College of 
Notre Dame, earning a degree in 
Elementary Education with a minor 
in Spanish, Bilingual Education, 
and English as a Second Language. 
Her first job teaching was with the 
Scottsdale school district. “Funny 
story: I had never been to Arizona 
[growing up], and I received a phone 
call from a Scottsdale principal who The Larys family

larys

FlawlessFacesAZ.com  |  602.622.7000
3225 S. Alma School Rd., Suite 104 & 105, Chandler, AZ 85248

(located in Belle Vie Salon Studios)

∙ Botox ∙ Cosmetic Fillers ∙ Facials/Dermaplaning

∙ Microblading ∙ Skin Care- OBAGI Medical

           ∙ Skin Tightening & Permanent Hair Reduction

           ∙ Photofacials - Removes Sun Spots, Age Spots & Spider Veins

Ali Garzuzi, RN, BSNAli Garzuzi, RN, BSN
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community impact

HIGHER OC TAVE 
HEALING PRESENTS 
ROCK TOGETHER: A 
VIRTUAL COMMUNIT Y 
MUSIC FESTIVAL

By Anika Attaluri

Higher Octave Healing (HOH) was founded in 2010 to enhance 
awareness of the benefits of music therapy and increase access 
to services. Across the Phoenix Metropolitan Area, the nonprofit 
helps over 500 individuals each week, increasing clients’ quality 
of life through the power of music. 

HOH continuously runs various programs to empower the com-
munity through music therapy. In their signature Music Therapy 
Rock Band program, teens and adults with developmental disabil-
ities learn to rehearse as a band and perform while learning life 
skills, such as planning, decision-making, teamwork, coping, and 
independence. The Melodies for Us parent-child developmental 

Heating
Cooling
Plumbing
Electrical
Drain Cleaning

Heating
Cooling
Plumbing
Electrical
Drain Cleaning

• FREE Estimates
• FREE Service Call (with Repair)
• Winner of BBB Torch Award for Ethics
• No Extra Charge for Nights Weekends
   or Holidays
• 24 Hour, 365 Day Emergency Service
• Licensed - Bonded - Insured

(480) 963-1829 East

(602) 273-7247 Central
www.parkerandsons.com

(480) 963-1829 East

(602) 273-7247 Central
www.parkerandsons.com

ROC 152656
ROC 152654
ROC 300696

Know a student athlete between 13 and 18 years old who has shown 
outstanding character or good sportsmanship? They could be the 

winner of a $10,000 scholarship. 
Go to www.parkerandsons.com/character-counts-scholarship/ for details!

music program supports school readiness by promoting social-
ization, communication, and pre-academic skills.

In 2018, HOH was awarded a grant from Trends Charitable Fund 
that helped finance successful programming at multiple Title 1 
schools and community centers throughout Chandler, Tempe, 
and Scottsdale. This allowed HOH’s board-certified music thera-
pists to assess the unique strengths and needs of each client, then 
provide personalized treatments that included creating, singing, 
moving to and/or listening to music. Because music is extremely 

Typical rock band practice session

Recommended - 
Satisfaction Guaranteed!

Prime Roofing replaced our entire 
decorative Mexican tile roof when 
we developed a leak  

1) They had a competitive bid
2) They were problem –solvers when 
we wanted to change some things
3) They were polite, maintaining  a 
clean worksite 
4) They checked in with us along the 
way to make sure we were pleased. 
As a Realtor, I get lots of people 
asking me to refer the best 
businesses; Stacy and his team are 
who I send them to because I know 
from experience that Prime 
Roofing will get it done right, on 
time and to everyone's satisfaction.

Ted Dudine, Realtor,  
Keller Williams, Arizona Realty

Prime Roofing
Company 

 Call for a quote:
480.756.9527
3050 S. Country
Club #8
Mesa, AZ 85210
PrimeRoofingAZ.com

 

LIC.#160194

adaptable and safe, it can address the various needs of each indi-
vidual with minimal or no side effects.

From May 25 to May 27, HOH will be hosting Rock Together: A 
Virtual Community Music Festival, a free three-day virtual event 
featuring local artists. Performers with developmental differ-
ences – including autism, Down syndrome, and other special 
needs – will each perform a song of their choosing with their 
band. The concert will be live-streamed on social media plat-
forms. Find out more at HigherOctaveHealing.org.

Telehealth session with a client and therapist2019 Music from the Heart event
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divorce

Every time I tell someone that I practice 
family law, it never fails that they ask me to 
dispel some grand myth about divorces. I 
want to set the record straight on the five 
most common divorce myths:

•	 The kids will pick where they live. No. Children have a voice, not 
a choice. The judge will consider the kids’ desires if they are of 
“sufficient age and maturity.” Even then, it is one factor among 
many the court will consider before ordering parenting time.

                     
•	 We still split equity in our home, even if I’m not on the deed. If 

your name does not appear on the deed to your marital resi-
dence (or rental properties), your spouse may walk away with 
more than one-half of the equity.

                     
•	 Equal parenting time means no child support. The Child 

Support Guidelines consider factors other than parenting time 
in calculating a support amount, like incomes and insurance 
costs. Thus, one may share equal parenting time and pay a 
substantial amount of child support every month.

                     
•	 My divorce is the same as my cousin’s, right? No, you cannot 

obtain divorce advice from family and friends. No two cases 
are the same, and our judges weigh various factors in making 
spousal maintenance awards and custody determinations. 
Thus, you cannot anticipate your outcome from what happened 
in your cousin or friend’s divorce. Doing so will only set you up 
for failed expectations.

         
•	 Keeping attorneys out will save me time and money. Not so. 

You don’t know what you don’t know. People often make unfor-
giving mistakes in their final documents or give up far more 

GUYMON LAW
1839 E. Queen Creek Rd. Suite #3 Chandler, AZ 85286

(480) 721-8772 • GuymonLaw.com

· Severance (termination of
  parental rights)
· Estate Planning
· Bankruptcy
· Mediation
· Premarital Agreements

· Divorce and Legal Separation
· Paternity
· Modification/Enforcement Actions
· Child Support and Spousal
  Maintenance
· Adoption

• ROC# 173822, Commercial ROC #212409L-5

LiftMaster
Garage 
Door 
OpenerArizonaGarageDoors.com

480.635.8114 369$ .95
Model 8155-7

than they should. Thus, by saving several thousand on attor-
neys now, you can cost yourself far more in the future.

legally speaking
By Amber L. Guymon, PLLC

abound
MYTHS

Serving Chandler, AZ and the East Valley since 1992.

Bring your Acura, Lexus, Honda, Toyota, Scion 
or other vehicle to Hontech for regularly-scheduled

maintenance and service you can trust

Auto AC Service • Auto Diagnostics
Auto Brake Service • Oil & Filter Change

Scheduled Maintenance • Collision
Timing Belt Replacement

Monday - Friday:
8:00 am - 6:00 pm

480-899-2701
320 South Arizona Ave, #115 | Chandler, AZ 85225
HontechAZ.com

Follow us:
HontechAZ      HontechInfo      HontechAZ



Ocotillo Living  •  May 2021 May 2021   •  Ocotillo Living28 29

Lucas
kids 2 kids

By Anika Attaluri

coming together made Lucas feel especially loved and supported, 
reinvigorating his goal to beat cancer once and for all.

Lucas’s family means everything to him, so, naturally, he loves 
spending time with them. His fondest memories include visiting 
Disneyland with his grandparents and traveling to Chicago, where 
most of his family lives. On his birthday, Lucas got a puppy from 
his mom, which he named Gizzy Mo Mo. The pup’s unconditional 
love comforts Lucas and has helped him get through hard days. 

When he’s not playing with his dog, Lucas is often found fishing 
with his mom. They frequently visit the little lake near their 
house, where Lucas has caught various fish. In fact, Lucas once 
caught 17 fish within an hour. His Make-A-Wish is to travel to 
Hawaii so that he can experience deep sea fishing.

When Lucas was last hospitalized, he participated in a game of 
bingo and won. Instead of choosing a prize for himself, Lucas 
remembered the little girl he met earlier at the hospital and chose 
an American Girl doll to gift to her. Lucas has a heart of gold and 
his strength inspires everyone around him.

SHANE K. BLACKER DDS
DIPLOMATE, AMERICAN BOARD OF ORTHODONTICS

3200 S. Alma School, #201
Chandler, AZ 85248

6200 S. McClintock #101
Tempe, AZ 85283

EXTREMESMILES.COM
480.839.6262

Experience Life Smiling

Life is filled with unexpected twists, but it’s important to stay 
strong, fight with everything you’ve got, and never give up. When 
Lucas Ozga, a third-grader at Hull Elementary School, was diag-
nosed with cancer in late-2019, he was initially worried about 
losing his hair and not being able to see his friends. Even though 
it was difficult, Lucas fought vigorously by undergoing chemo-
therapy and lumbar punctures in an attempt to eliminate the 
cancer. Despite these efforts, at the end of 2020, Lucas learned 
that his cancer had returned. 

As for next steps, Lucas will be receiving a bone marrow transplant 
from his brother. To back Lucas and his brother on their journey, the 
Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office, along with the Chandler Police 
Department and Fire Department, held a parade. The community 

Gizzy Mo Mo and Lucas

He’s always one to make others laugh

ozga

Lucas the fisherman

IV HYDRATION  •  HORMONE REPLACEMENT THERAPY
SYMPTOMS WE TREAT:

Brain Fog
Irritability

Fatigue
Decreased Libido

Amy Berkhout
Board Certified Nurse Practioner

FNP-CC

E. Pecos Rd.

S. 
Co

op
er

 Rd
.

202

(480) 488-9858
DivineIV.com

(480) 488-9858
DivineIV.com

BOOST
YOUR

IMMUNITY!
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making a difference

HEALING THROUGH 
ART AND CONNECTION

By Anika Attaluri

to support the community and frontline health heroes. With 
patients becoming increasingly isolated and health center staff 
facing high burnout, it was more important than ever for the pro-
gram to continue to bring comfort, consolation, inspiration, and 
connection. By meeting this intensely challenging situation, the 
artists learned the value of human connection. Pasha Yamotahari, 
Partners That Heal’s Artistic Director, notes that “as long as you 
allow yourself to be vulnerable to someone on the other side of 
the screen, you quickly create trust, brighten communication, 
and ignite imagination.” This digital iteration has proven to be 
just as impactful as in-person interventions, and demand contin-
ues to increase on a weekly basis as word of the program spreads 
through hospital networks. Partners That Heal is a life-changing 
experience that brings smiles and inspires hope.

Partners That Heal continues to serve those in need and frontline 
healthcare workers to give them the opportunity to find respite 
from our current challenges and a moment to laugh. If you would 
like to learn more about Partners That Heal and how to support 
their programs, please visit PhoenixTheatre.com.

Now Providing Orthodontics

John E. Culp III, D.M.D.
4232 E. Chandler Blvd., #10 
Phoenix, AZ 85048

(480) 759-1119
(602) 938-7575

InExRoofing.com

Serving The Valley Since 1996

Daryl Cook
Local Owner/Operator

ROC#269218

Your Valley Roofing Solution
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A young patient enjoying a performance at the hospital

Partners that Heal is the brainchild of the 2009 partnership 
between The Phoenix Theatre Company and Phoenix Children’s 
Hospital, through which artists performed skits for children 
and families in hospital waiting rooms and classrooms. Since 
then, the Partners That Heal project has expanded to serve over 
60,000 patients in hospitals and care facilities across the Phoenix 
Metropolitan Area. Using a unique national model that weaves 
together dance, music, puppetry, and improvisation, Partners 
That Heal brings humanity to highly stressful situations by 
reducing patient anxiety, improving patient-provider communica-
tion, and increasing patient compliance with treatment regimens.

When COVID-19 hit, Partners That Heal did not hesitate to 
pivot the program to a virtual tablet delivery system in order 

Some of the phenomenal Partners involved in the program
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While Snowy may look similar to other puppies of his breed, he 
has a defining lovable and gentle personality. He can be bursting 
with energy or completely calm, and he’s always sweet to anyone 
or any dog he meets. 

Maggie may not have seen the cascade of a slushy snowfall this 
winter, but she has something better year-round: a lifelong best 
friend, Snowy.

Animal Medical 
Center of Chandler
270 W. Chandler Heights Rd #3

• FULL SERVICE HOSPITAL
• COMPASSIONATE 
   COMPREHENSIVE CARE
• PREVENTIVE WELLNESS
• SURGERY
• DENTISTRY

• LAB AND RADIOLOGY
• LASER THERAPY
• DERMATOLOGY SERVICES
• SPAY AND NEUTER 
• AND MORE

480-339-0406 
www.AMCofC.com

Dr. Chelsie Daniel, BVM&S MRCVS
Dr. Laura Diltz, DVM

Dr. Kristy Sorenson, DVM
Dr. Andrea Stickland, DVM & Owner

A Windfall of Love

snowyprecious pets
By Saloni Biyani

L ike all Chandler 
kids, the falling 
of the fresh, 
powdery snow is an 

event that’s rare for resident 
Maggie Han to experience. 
However, nearly eight years 
ago, Maggie’s heart was filled 
with joy when she met her own 
version of white fluff.

After tirelessly begging her 
parents for a dog all of her life, 
the Han family finally welcomed 
Snowy in 2012. Appearing to 
resemble a ball of snow, Maggie 
decided to name her new puppy 
Snowy. He also has large eyes 
that are always curiously scan-
ning his environment and a cute 
button-shaped nose that pops out 
against his creamy, wool-like fur. 
Besides these adorable features, 
Maggie instantly knew that Snowy 
was the dog for her as he doesn’t 
shed and was the cutest, most 
obedient puppy she had ever met.
 
Maggie’s first memory of Snowy 
was when they brought him 
home and she watched him run 
around the house and backyard, 
quickly becoming familiar with 
his new surroundings. Like other 
Maltipoos, Snowy is a very small 
dog, so he usually trips and falls 
multiple times on his sprints. 
Regardless, Snowy has remained 
energetic and full of life, never 
letting a few falls deter him from 
fetching his ball and chasing after 
his toys. 

Snowy also enjoys a good game of 
hide and seek. Maggie says, “It’s so 
fun watching him try to find us and 
looking in all the different places 
around our home, including the toi-
let.” Snowy loves playing with any 
stuffed animal that he can fit in his 
mouth; in fact, he has a new favor-
ite every day. When he’s in the 
mood to lounge around, Snowy will 
sunbathe on the patio during the 
summertime or hunt for pillows to 
sleep on around the house.

Whenever the Han family takes Snowy on a walk, he urges them to pause at this green patch to run around, play a 
thrilling game of fetch, and enjoy the breeze of the morning air.

Snowy may be small enough to hide 
amongst the bushes, but his adorable 
personality will always shine through.

Snowy has always enjoyed 
exploring nature. This particular 
walk turned to admiring and 
playing in the fallen leaves.
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home of 
the month

contemporary

at heart

By Saloni Biyani

Located in a community of high-end homes, this residence show-
cases a contemporary style of living. With its serene, sophisticated, 
and sleek architecture, each house truly resembles a work of art. 
Displaying an adherence to a simple yet stunning modern aesthetic, 
this custom-built home is no exception.

The first aspect of this house that encapsulates contemporary 
flair is its exterior.  Expansive glass windows cover the house 
from top to bottom, and the futuristic vibe is enhanced by the 
adornments of industrial metal. 

Captivating the eye, there are sky-high ceilings that top twenty 
feet. The decision to implement this method of construction was 

not a spontaneous act, rather the interior designer followed a 
simple mantra: “When you elevate the height of your home, you 
elevate your life.” This house also incorporates multiple stories 
with staircases that all follow a linear pattern. They are colored 
with a jet black tone and finished off with a matte polish which 
aligns with the neutral color palette present throughout the 
home. In order to appeal to the standard contemporary design, 
the owners also kept a consistent straight-edge theme, so there 
are no curves or arches present in the room, instead, every line is 
clear cut with precision.

While this house closely follows the general trend of contem-
porary style homes, there are several factors that are quite 
unique to this space and those living in it. For example, the 
family desired to amplify the beauty already present in their 
house by tying in their Indian heritage. So, in their current floor 
plan, they allocated a prayer room that’s minimalistic in design 
and radiant in spirit. Additionally, the family planted a garden 
indoors, dedicating a Zen space that relaxes and stimulates a 
positive feeling within the home. There’s a glass canopy that 
extends past the roof of the house and into the backyard in 
order to make the two separate areas seem interconnected. 
They also incorporated certain components from the Zen 
garden in their outdoor sitting area in order to bridge the gap 
between the two environments. Ultimately, the contemporary 
facade along with its striking individuality is representative of 
more than just a style, it is a place that sparks joy in the hearts 
of those living it.     

Entrance with Zen garden

in style
HOME

Shrine with natural and 
adjustable lighting

Part of the open-concept living room, the kitchen reflects a 
modern ambiance with bright white tones and glossy finishes.

The youngest daughter’s bedroom is finished with a false ceiling with cove lighting.

This well-loved outdoor space is 
an oasis of comfy and classy.
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A ll over the country this spring, students are walking across 
the stage, accepting their diplomas, and graduating from high 

school, their eyes fixed brightly on the future. Their next steps 
might include a gap year and travel, learning a trade, joining the 
military, or attending college; each of these options has a set of 
financial considerations to contemplate, particularly the higher ed-
ucation route, which, according to Forbes, is the most expensive it’s 
ever been – an average of $25,290 per year for in-state, $40,940 
per year for out-of-state, and $50,900 per year for private! Think-
ing about how you’re going to pay for college down the road? Keep 
reading for pros and cons of one popular option, the 529 plan:

What is a 529 plan?
A 529 plan is a tax-advantaged education savings plan intended to 
cover expenses associated with college and, in some cases, K-12 
tuition and apprenticeships. The two major types of 529 plans are 
savings plans and prepaid tuition plans, and rules for 529 plans 
vary by state.

Advantages
There’s a lot to like about saving for education expenses with a 

529 plan. First, they can be used for an array of qualified edu-
cation-related expenditures, including tuition, fees, room and 
board, books, computer equipment, and supplies. They are 
excluded from state and federal taxes, and many states even offer 
a state income tax deduction or state income tax credit for 529 
plan contributions. They are flexible, offering the same benefits 
to all families regardless of location or income, and have high 
maximum contribution limits. 

Disadvantages
On the other hand, some shortcomings to 529 plans do exist. 
Funds must be used for qualified education expenses, which 
means that non-qualified distributions, such as for transporta-
tion, applications and testing, or sports fees, for example, are 
subject to income tax and a 10% penalty. There are also some 
fees, upfront costs, and account minimums associated with 529 
plans, which may not be feasible for some families. 

529 plans are an attractive choice when planning for students’ 
educational future, with pros and cons that must be weighed 
carefully by each family. Happy saving!

financial fitness
By Shauna Osborne

THE SC P ON

529 PLANS

S A V I N G  F O R  C O L L E G E :

60 E. Rio Salado Parkway, Suite 900,Tempe, AZ 85281

Every stage of life 
leads to a Turning Pointe

• Retirement Income Planning
• Career Job Change
• Prepare to Buy/Sell Business

Securities offered through SagePoint Financial, Inc. member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through The Ameriflex Group. Insurance products sold through 
Turning Pointe Wealth Management. SagePoint Financial, Inc. is separately owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or services referenced here are 
independent of SagePoint Financial, Inc.

• Succession Planning
• Retirement Planning
• Estate Planning

• Wealth Distribution
• Inheritance
• Education Planning
• Family Transition

NE Corner of McClintock & Warner

(480) 313-1951
StellarSkinandLaser.com

Full Service Med Spa

• Non invasive, non surgical treatment for men and         
   women for urinary (bladder weakness) & fecal             
   incontinence.
• Uses hifem high intensity focused electro magnetic        
   pulses to cause you to do super kegels (11,000 in 28       
   minutes- sit on the chair with your clothes on!)
• Treats erectile dysfunction
• Strengthens the pelvic floor muscle and improves      
   sexual function for men and women.

HSA Cards
Accepted
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GATED ESTATE 1.56 ACRES
CHANDLER

17 E. OAKWOOD HILLS DR
$2,300,000

HORSE PROPERTY/CITY LIGHTS 1.8 ACRES 3530 N HAWES RD
$1,399,900

YOUR HOME HERE!
IF YOU ARE LOOKING TO SELL

CALL YOUR LOCAL EXPERT!

FULTON RANCH
5 BR 4 BATH

571 W YELLOWSTONE WAY
$799,000

CIRCLE G- RV GARAGE!        
6 BD 6.5 BATH        

2133 E RANCH RD
$2,900,000

SOLD!!!

GILBERT CUSTOM LARGE LOT                       
5 BR 3.5 BA POOL 

2300 E SANOQUE CT
$1,100,000

SOLD!!!

 SALE PENDING

 SALE PENDING

AddressAddress NeighborhoodNeighborhood List PriceList Price Sale PriceSale Price Sold DateSold Date BedsBeds BathsBaths SqftSqft

3800 S CLUBHOUSE CROWN POINT $2,499,000 $2,100,000 03/23/21 5 6 6,679

25008 S 125TH PL PRIVATE COMMUNITY $1,999,999 $1,999,999 03/12/21 8 7 7,038

2375 E CLOUD DR CIRCLE G AT RIGGS $1,595,000 $1,502,500 03/30/21 5 4.5 6,109

3371 E SAGITARIUS CT BELA FLOR $1,390,000 $1,390,000 03/17/21 4 4.5 5,008

1161 E BIRCHWOOD PL ANATOLIAN $1,179,000 $1,230,000 03/10/21 6 4 4,306

1641 S JAY PL EDEN ESTATES $1,150,000 $1,175,000 03/31/21 5 3.5 4,436

2697 E TAURUS PL CIRCLE G AT RIGGS $1,140,000 $1,140,000 03/09/21 5 3.5 4,227

4404 E VIRGO PL VASARO $1,250,000 $1,100,000 03/15/21 5 4.5 4,140

13316 E STONEY VISTA DR CIRCLE G AT RIGGS $1,095,000 $1,095,000 03/05/21 5 3.5 3,992

5342 S SAN SEBASTIAN PL SAN SEBASTIAN $1,060,000 $1,060,000 03/05/21 5 3.5 4,383

2139 E CEDAR PL TIERRA LINDA $965,000 $1,000,000 03/03/21 5 3.5 3,835

4421 S PECAN DR WATERMARK $989,900 $999,990 03/25/21 5 4.5 4,015

1131 W YOSEMITE PL WINDWARD $1,050,000 $980,000 03/19/21 5 4.5 3,982

1152 W SUNRISE PL VISTAS AT OCOTILLO $975,000 $965,000 03/12/21 5 3.5 4,530

1795 W KAIBAB DR CATALINA SHORES $850,000 $875,000 03/19/21 5 3.5 4,107

741 W HACKBERRY DR OCOTILLO EAST $725,000 $775,000 03/05/21 4 2 2,429

Featured properties may not be listed by the office/agent
Source: Multiple Listing Service
Supplied by LaLe–a Christopherson, West USA Realty
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OLD-FASHIONED MIDWEST MEAT MARKET

2390 N Alma School Rd, Chandler, 85224  •  (480) 917-2525  •  VonHansonsMeats.net

DOWNLOAD OUR
NEW MONEY
SAVING APP

Happy Mother’s Day
and Memorial Day!

Order your special meals and
BBQ at Von Hanson's

  Certified Angus Beef
  Over 150 types of
    Sausage/Brats
  Fresh Seafood Daily
  Oven ready Entrees
  Best Jerky in Town
  Wild Game Processing

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL GENERATORS

Call Us Today: East Valley: (602) 737-3074  •  MrElectric.com/Phoenix-metro  •  ECRA/ESA Lic#: 149004

Residential & Commercial Electrical Services

Electrical Safety
·   Child Proof Outlets
·   Dedicated Computer Circuitry
·   GFCI Outlets
·   Surge Protectors

Installations
·   Circuits
·   Ceiling Fans
·   Commercial Energy Audits
·   EV Chargers
·   Generators

Lighting
·   Ballast & Bulb Replacement
·   Holiday Lighting
·   Landscape Lighting
·   Specialty Lighting

Licensed- Insured- Master Electricians
Arizona’s Source for Professional,

A�ordable, Experienced Electrical Contractors

O


